I was deeply saddened by the news that Professor Pawlak passed away. He was not just a great scientist -he was also a great human being. His passing away is a deep loss for

UMC1: 1961
The original arithmetic for the UMC1 computer system with base "-2" was due to Pawlak.
…During succeeding years, Pawlak worked at the Institute of Mathematics at Warsaw University and, in 1965, introduced the foundations for modeling DNA and what has come to be known as Molecular Computing.
Everybody associates his name with rough sets, but it is very little known that he is one of the pioneers of today molecular computing, by his chapter on genetics in his book in Polish "Grammar and Mathematics" published in the sixties. Solomon Marcus
He proposed a formal model for genetic code discovered by Crick and Watson. This model is by many regarded as the fist complete formal model of the DNA.
In this book there is a chapter 6 entitled "Genetic Grammars" in which Zdzisław Pawlak was aiming to develop an approach for grammars generating of more compound biological structures from simpler ones, e.g., proteins from amino acids. He proposed a generalization of traditional grammars used in formal language theory. For example, he is considering in this book a construction of mosaics on plane from some elementary mosaics by using some production rules of composition. In this chapter is also presented a language for linear representation of mosaic structures.
[Prof. Pawlak] proposed some mechanism operating concomitantly in two directions. On the one hand, in the direction of formal grammars, on the other hand, in the direction of what was called later picture grammars. Let us recall that both formal grammars and picture grammars were at that time at their very beginning. Formal grammars theory had to wait the year 1973 for a first satisfactory rigorous presentation (Salomaa1973), while picture grammars had to wait the year 1967 for a first systematic attempt (Shaw 1967) and two more years for the monograph by Rosenfeld (1969) . Solomon Marcus During the succeeding years, Professor Pawlak refined and amplified the foundations of rough sets and their applications and nurtured worldwide research in rough sets that has led to over 4000 publications. Rough Set Database System: http://rsds.wsiz.rzeszow.pl/.
Rough sets are not rough, and one moves towards precision. One removes the "unbelievable" so that what remains is more believable.
The soft part of computing is nimble. Rough sets imply a philosophy rooted in China. 
